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Since the time which has been allocated to me is particularly limited, I must be concise and stick to the essential. A good colleague of mine, member of the Belgian parliament, used to say while taking the floor in the Senate: “Ladies and gentlemen, before speaking to you I would like to say something.” Allow me also to address a few words to you without delivering a long speech. It is a great honour for me to speak in the presence of the President of the European Council, Mr Herman Van Rompuy, my former student at the economics faculty of the University of Leuven. He was one of my all time best students and I have been well inspired when I gave him a triple A after his exam on economic theory. I would be shamefully blushing today and stand here with red cheeks if I had given him a C or a D. Studying economic theory remains very useful, for a President of Europe or for the managers of PA Europe or AECA. After a procrastinated research and the awarding of many Nobel prizes eminent economists have arrived at the conclusion that half of the economic theories appears to be wrong – the current economic crisis proves this – but their problem is that they still do not know which half. 
Ladies and gentlemen, tonight I want to express my most intense gratitude. To me this impressive reception has the meaning of a thanksgiving ceremony during which I get the occasion to pay tribute to two important organisations which by appointing me as their chairman have taken some risk but by the same token expressed to me their sympathy and confidence: PA Europe and AECA. My thanks goes especially to Mr Rio Praaning, Managing Partner of PA Europe and so many other things, and to Viscount Etienne Davignon, Chairman of the AECA advisory board and of so many other things, and also to George de Veirman and their respective assistants and collaborators. 
But most of all I want to pay a special tribute to my good friend Paul Baron De Keersmaeker, who from today starts a new career as Honorary Chairman of PA Europe and AECA. During dozens of years I had the privileged opportunity to experience the manifold qualities, expertises and talents of Paul De Keersmaeker in successive Belgian governments, in the federal parliament, in the European councils of ministers and in many other organisations and institutions. Paul is a particular intelligent, correct, loyal and generous person. In the Belgian parliament we used to address each other by saying: “dear colleague, nevertheless good friend”. Paul De Keersmaeker indeed was a colleague but above all a very, very good friend and I am confident it will remain so until our final day. For me Paul has always been an example of a man of an acute sense of duty. I would like to thank him from the bottom of my heart for what he has done for PA Europe and for AECA. We will still need his wise advice during the next difficult and challenging years.
At this occasion I would also like to draw your attention on the existence of the Kofi Anan Business School, which offers the possibility to talented young people of third world countries to improve their education by means of scholarships and fellowships in Europe and more specifically in Belgium, at the Vlerick School and in the Netherlands. The Kofi Anan Business School, an initiative conceived and launched by Mr Rio Praaning has the ambition to contribute to the training of an elite which at a high level will be able to assume important responsibilities in their own countries.
Ladies and gentlemen, 
By analyzing current world events we are often insufficiently aware of the fabulous mutations occurring all around us. They are due to overwhelming new scientific discoveries and technologies. They are revolutionary and influencing all aspects of human thought and behaviour. When textbooks on world history talk about BC and AC, they are no longer referring to a time before Christ and after Christ, but rather to a time before and after the computer and its applications. The emerging knowledge society forms a new global paradigm, at least for an elite. The worldwide knowledge society leads to an accelerated transformation of the world into our "global village". I call it "Globalistan”. The ongoing ICT revolution has had a shattering impact on the two dominant political-economic systems of the 19th and 20th century: Marxist-Leninist communism and liberal capitalism. But what should be put in their place??? That is the question. 
It is in this context that organisations like PA Europe, PA International and AECA can most efficiently contribute to forging new synergies between governments and companies, between administrations and the business community, between responsible leaders from all kinds of sectors in order to cope with the many new and complex challenges that we are confronted with, thanks to a more intense and innovative cooperation. Cooperation and competition are not opposed. Economists have coined a new word by calling it “coopetition” In a world characterised by more multipolarity but also intellectual confusion the preservation and the strengthening of the trans-Atlantic solidarity is of capital importance and this in a spirit of openness and respect to the rest of the world. 
Dear guests: we should tonight at his gorgeous cocktail remember at least one occulted evidence:

Life is not about what you consume. Life is about what consumes you.
******
